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Why pursue an M.A. in economics?
1. Your love of economics!
2. Stepping stone to PhD programs
– Coursework prepares for programs in economics, finance, public policy, etc.
– Admission is becoming even more competitive

3. Qualify for better jobs
– Expand your toolset and have a more interesting job
– Earn more income
o On average, salaries for master's economics positions are 22% higher about $15,000 more - than for bachelor's economics positions
(source: indeed.com)

4. Complement to existing graduate-level studies
– Combine with degree in engineering, finance, law, computer science, etc.

I would recommend the MA program for anyone
interested in gaining a deeper understanding of higher
level economics, which is rich in mathematical theory
and a logical approach to problem solving. UT-Austin’s
MA program has helped me decide whether or not to
pursue a Ph.D. in economics while developing a critical
way of thinking that I can contribute to any future job or
doctoral program. —Courtney Waldron, Class of 2014

I chose to do a Master’s to enhance my prospects in PhD
admissions and to get a leg up in handling PhD
coursework. I enrolled at UT because of the technically
rigorous coursework and because of the department’s
clear commitment to developing a strong program. The
quality of teaching and mentoring here is great.
—Rustin Partow, Class of 2015

M.A. Economics Program and Curricular Basics
Degree requirements: 30 credit hours = 10 courses
• 3 required CORE courses
– Microeconomics
– Macroeconomics
– Econometrics
• 7 elective courses:
– Math for Economists*, Probability and Statistics*
– Real Analysis
– MA-specific field courses:
Energy/Environmental, Int’l Econ, Health Econ, Game Theory, Time Series,
Data Mining, Labor, IO, Financial Econ, etc.
– Internship
– Select* cross-listed advanced undergraduate or PhD courses
* Courses outside the Econ department are restricted.

No thesis or comprehensive exams

Program Timelines
Many complete degree in 10 months
• Start in July 2019 with math courses
• 3 core courses in Fall, electives in Spring

18-month and 24-month options
• Start in July 2019, finish in December 2020 or May 2021
• Same coursework requirements, still no thesis/comprehensive exam
• Allows you to complete the degree at a slower pace
– Work part-time or pursue an internship while completing the degree
– Build a stronger profile for PhD applications or private-sector jobs

Same admissions criteria

What
We Applicant
Look For: Expected
Background
Expected
Background
Math
•
•
••
•

Calculus sequence with multivariate calculus (e.g. 408 C/D or 408 K/L/M at
UT
Austin)to linear algebra
Exposure
Exposure
linear algebra
(e.g. M341
at UT Austin)
Additionaltopreparation:
exposure
to proofs
Additional
preparation:
to proofs (e.g. M325K Discrete Math,
(e.g. Discrete
Math, Introexposure
to Real Analysis)
M361K or M365C Real Analysis)

Economics
Economics
••
••

An
undergraduate degree
degree in
in economics
economics is
is NOT
NOT required.
required.
An undergraduate
Exposure
level (e.g. 420K
Exposure to
to economics
economics is
is required,
required, ideally
ideally at
at the
the intermediate
intermediate level
Microeconomic
Theory,
or 320L
Macroeconomic
Theory atand
UT Snyder
Austin).
– Good textbooks:
Varian’s
Intermediate
Micro, Nicholson

If background is lacking
Discuss plans to
remedy it in your application. We can also make suggestions.
If• background
is lacking
• Discuss plans to remedy it in your application. We can also make suggestions.

Current Students
Demographics
• Cohort of 56 students started in July.
• 52% female, 54% US, 46% international
• Age: 20-23 years old (31), 24-29 y. o. (20), 30+ y. o. (5)

Academics
•

Undergraduate majors:
Econ, Business/Finance,
Math/Stats, Engineering,
Computer Science, other
Liberal Arts

•

Median Quant GRE: 163

Placement
Jobs
• Financial and Economic Consulting
– Lazard, Citadel, Deloitte Tax, McKinsey & Co., Century Management, Texas
Capital Bank, Cornerstone, Berkeley Research Group, Angelou Economics, Claro
Group, Avalanche Consulting, Acumen, Dell Medical School
• Research and Policy-Oriented
– Federal Reserve Banks, Institute for Defense Analyses, Center for Public Policy
Priorities, Education Pioneers, Cato Institute, Energy Policy Institute of Chicago
• Data Analytics and Tech
– Facebook, Uber, HomeAway, Indeed, American Airlines, Qcue Dynamic Pricing

PhD programs
• About half of our students consider applying for PhD programs
o economics, statistics, finance, public policy, inter-disciplinary programs
• Top placements: HKS, Wharton, Boston U, Johns Hopkins, UCLA, UT, UC-Davis

Faculty, Facilities, and Support
Academic and career advising
• Regular individual meetings with both the Program Director and the PhD
Placement Director
• Support from core faculty teaching in the program – a mix of tenured,
research-active faculty, experienced lecturers, and professionals
• A dedicated Graduate Program Coordinator
• Support from Liberal Arts Career Services (LACS)
• Development workshops

Dedicated classrooms and student lounge space
• collaborative study space, student lockers, and coffee machine

Finances
Tuition
• Tuition (AY 19-20, 10-month program): $39,000 or $29,250 for TX residents
• US students are eligible for federal loans/grants through campus Financial Aid Office
• Tuition comparison
to similar programs:
Duke University
$71,385
Wisconsin, MS

$60,000

NYU, MA

$54,780

UT Austin, MS Finance

$48,000

UT Austin, MA Econ

$29,250-$39,000
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Financial Aid
• We do not awards scholarships or fellowships, but we may offer merit-based tuition
reductions to exceptional applicants
• Students are not eligible for academic employment (TA, RA, grader)

Application Process
Apply through ApplyTexas.org (link)
– Choose “Summer 2019.”
– Select program length (major/major code).

Required materials
– everyone:
o GRE (we mostly look at the quant score)
o transcripts
o 3 reference letters, preferably from faculty
o personal statement
o math background summary
– international students:
o TOEFL/IELTS

Deadline: March 1, 2019
– First round of decisions will likely be made by the end of Spring Break

Q&A

